where after 2 years as resident surgeon to the Melbourne Hospital he commenced private practice.' His portrait as a young man is shown in Fig. 1 .
He gave prolonged honorary service to the Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital, the Children's Hospital, Melbourne, the Industrial School for unwanted and destitute children, the Medical Society of Victoria, and various governments of the Colony of Victoria. Over the years he rose to the top of his profession. He married a daughter of the Honorable Henry Miller, one of the richest financiers in the colony. Originally each scholarship provided support for one year's postgraduate investigations, but, as the stipends were fixed, -inflation has reduced them to amounts of little significance. They are now awarded after long intervals or are added to other funding; but over the years the Bowen Trust has contributed £52200 or A$104 400 for these scholarships.
The Royal Medical Foundation remains an integral administrative section of Epsom College78 and provides foundation scholarships and bursaries to the needy sons and daughters of doctors. Assistance ranges from the full cost of attending the college (foundation scholarships) down to bursaries of £600 per annum.
For the financial year 1980 the Bowen Fund contributed £4213 or a little over 25% of the income of the foundation, being only exceeded by £6800 from the British Medical Association's Charities Committee.9
As the annuity is not of fixed amount, and owing to careful management of capital by the trustees, the amounts provided have suffered less from inflation than have the other endowments. Up to 1981 the Royal Medical Foundation had received £131300 or A$262 600 from the Bowen Trust.
Conclusions
The Bowens had no children, but in 1883 their nextdoor neighbour, William Garrard, MRCSEd,'0 died a week after his wife, leaving 4 children. Aubrey Bowen took the 4 orphans into his house and made them his wards. " Bowen saw many deserted and destitute children at the Industrial School, Melbourne, and very many children in distress over the years he attended the Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital and the Children's Hospital, Melbourne. It is apparent that he shared the same humanity and idealism as Dr Thomas Barnardo, Sir Josiah Mason, and Dr John Propert, who founded the charitable institutions mentioned in his will. The major part of his estate was bequeathed to assist children in need.
Founded in 1893, the Bowen Trust had a capital value of A$84 400 in 1980, and in 87 years has contributed almost £187 850 or A$375 700 for the support of young people.
